
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             February 24, 2019 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - SEVENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 209 [My Song Forever Shall Record] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, my self-deprecation withers me, and I realize I 
need to be less judgmental of myself.  As a way to accomplish 
this, I judge my being judgmental.  As a consequence, the 
judgmental quality of my life never diminishes—I simply shift the 
target of my loathing.  I now watch as I begin to judge this 
maneuver.  Help me to notice and then consider the judgmental 
nature of my mind, so that I might understand its origin and the 
purpose it serves in my life, and to do this as the way to diminish 
its activity in me and its effect on me. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 6:27-38 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 212 [Within Your Shelter, Loving God] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:00  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at Olwen’s 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for March 3, 2019 
Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2; Luke 9:28-36 (37-43). 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, Monday, February 
25th, at Olwen’s home, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #5.  Pam Novelly 
is the Leader.  Joan is the hostess. 
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Ordinary Time, 7th Sunday after Epiphany 
 We are coming to the end of the First Cycle of the 
Church Year (the seasons of Advent and Christmas, the 
day of Epiphany, plus the Ordinary Time following 
Epiphany), a time in our life when God orchestrates the 
emergence of some component of our personality or 
element of our life which needs to be recognized and 
owned as belonging to us. What follows this emergence is 
what is celebrated in the Second Cycle of the Church Year 
(the seasons of Lent and Easter, the day of Pentecost and 
the Ordinary Time following Pentecost), a time when what 
has emerged in our awareness gets established as a part 
of us and then is integrated into our experience and 
understanding of the person we are. The season of Lent is 
a time in life when different components of our 
personality seek to remove what has entered our 
awareness and destroy it. Easter is a time when we 
experience the failure of that effort and the establishment 
of what has emerged as part of us. Pentecost and the 
Ordinary Time following Pentecost focus on how God 
orchestrates the integration and assimilation of what has 
emerged so that it becomes part of the way we live in the 
world and operate in life. 
 During Lent we will find ourselves in a struggle to be rid 
of what has emerged as part of us, and the advice of the 
text for this Sunday will be useful in that struggle. We 
need to explore the components of our personality that 
we think of as hating, cursing and loathing what has 
emerged, because we need to get to know them and come 
to understand what their concerns are. 

[Jim Robie, 2-22-19] 
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Ordinary Time, 7th Sunday after Epiphany, Cycle C, Luke 6:27-38 
 We are coming to the end of the First Cycle of the Church Year 
(the seasons of Advent and Christmas, the day of Epiphany, plus 
the Ordinary Time following Epiphany), a time in our life when God 
orchestrates the emergence of some component of our personality 
or element of our life which needs to be recognized and owned as 
belonging to us. What follows this emergence is what is celebrated 
in the Second Cycle of the Church Year (the seasons of Lent and 
Easter, the day of Pentecost and the Ordinary Time following 
Pentecost), a time when what has emerged in our awareness gets 
established as a part of us and then is integrated into our 
experience and understanding of the person we are. The season of 
Lent is a time in life when different components of our personality 
seek to remove what has entered our awareness and destroy it. 
Easter is a time when we experience the failure of that effort and 
the establishment of what has emerged as part of us. Pentecost 
and the Ordinary Time following Pentecost focus on how God 
orchestrates the integration and assimilation of what has emerged 
so that it becomes part of the way we live in the world and operate 
in life. 
 During Lent we will find ourselves in a struggle to be rid of what 
has emerged as part of us, and the advice of the text for this Sunday 
will be useful in that struggle. We need to explore the components 
of our personality that we think of as hating, cursing and loathing 
what has emerged, because we need to get to know them and 
come to understand what their concerns are. 
 We are going to internalize this text so that it pertains to the 
way we relate to ourselves. This will probably take some effort 
because we will instinctively want to apply this to interactions with 
others. I am going to elaborate the Greek in the text and add the 
internal reference. 
 
 “Love the components of our personality that we consider our 
enemies.” The Greek word translated as “love” here is the verb 
“agapao,” which means “to love in a social or moral sense, as a 
matter of principle, duty or propriety.” What is important about 
this word is that it denotes loving as a matter of the head rather 

than the heart. Agapao does not mean to feel loving toward or 
have regard or affection for, but to honor and respect. We honor 
and respect those things about us we regard as our enemies 
because doing so is the right thing to do as a matter of principle. 
 “Do good to the components of our personality we believe hate 
us.” The idea here is to treat them well. 
 “Bless the components of our personality we believe curse us.” 
That is, we are to speak well of the elements of our personality we 
experience as loathing us. 
 “Pray for the components of our personality we think of as 
abusing us.” That is, ask or beg God to help what insults and 
slanders us. 
 “To whatever about us pummels us repeatedly, offer something 
else about us which can be used to punish us.” In other words, it 
would be better to not try to defeat our self-flagellation but to 
consciously get on its side so we can look at it. 
 “Whatever about us wants to strip away the persona with 
which we cover ourselves, give over or expose something more 
essential to our identity and closer to our core.” 
 “Acknowledge whatever about us believes we owe them 
something.” 
 “If some component of our personality takes away who or what 
we think we are, do not demand to have it back but let it go.” 
 Treat all the components of our personality the way we want 
them to treat us.” 
 “If we honor the components of our personality that honor us, 
how does that make us better off?” 
 “If we treat well the components of our personality that treat 
us well, how does that make us better off?” 
 “If we give to the components of our personality we expect to 
give back to us, how does that make us better off?” 
 “Honor the components of our personality we consider our 
enemies, speak well of them and give to them, and do not worry 
about what we will get back. Our reward will be great, and we will 
be a child of God, the same God who is useful to the parts of us we 
consider to be thankless and hurtful. Be compassionate and 



exercise pity on the components of our personality we consider 
our enemies, as God does.” 
 “Do not moralize on the components of our personality, trying 
to distinguish which are good and which are bad, seeking to 
decide which should be punished or condemned, and we will find 
that our moralizing on ourselves will diminish as will our self-
condemnation. 
 “Loosen the tightness of our grip on our self and we will 
experience relief and release.” 
 “Be generous to the different components of our personality, 
and the same generosity will be returned to us in excess; for the 
amount we give will be what we get back. 

 [Jim Robie, 2-22-19, 7th after Epiphany, Cycle C, Luke 6:27-38] 


